Editorial
There is no creation without tradition; the "new" is an inflection on a preceding form.
-Carlos Fuentes I am greatly honored to have the opportunity to lead our esteemed journal as the Editor-in-Chief in the coming years. I am committed to advancing the mission of Health Promotion Practice (HPP)-to be the prime forum for dissemination of innovative and rigorous health promotion applications, from education to policy, in a variety of local and worldwide settings. While the primary audience is practitioners and advocates, our community also includes scientists and scholars. This mission makes HPP unique and, in the relatively short time since its inception (12 years ago), HPP has established a strong presence in the field (as measured, e.g., by the increasing number of submissions, subscriptions, and supplements).
I foresee new challenges and opportunities for all of us in HPP. Chief among them is continuing to publish the best practices in health promotion and nurturing a dialogue among professionals, practitioners, and scientist in the field, all of whom are devoted to improving people's health. New media and publication trends also offer possibilities. New technologies provide us with the ability to fortify and extend our reach. Yet, the same technologies threaten the quality of published research by easing the publication process for new outlets (e.g., open access journals), but disregarding the expertise of authors, reviewers, and editors.
My first task as the Editor-in-Chief would be to reassess the journal's mission and strategy through a collaborative process with our main constituencies (e.g., deputy editors, associate editors, editorial board, Society for Public Health Education's (SOPHE's) Board of Trustees, and our publisher). I want to ask questions such as: Where do we want HPP to be in 5 and 10 years from now? How can HPP best serve SOPHE and the larger health promotion field? What is the relationship between the journal and Health Education & Behavior (HE&B) and SOPHE's forthcoming pedagogy journal, and how can we create synergy among them? The answers to these questions will lead us, first, to take a fresh look at the mission and, second, evaluate the strategy. Then we will be in a solid position to address issues about impact factor, the role of departments, and the utilization of digital and social media, among others.
I will bring a perspective and some ideas into the consultation process from my work with other scholarly journals. One is to increase the participation of practitioners as authors, which may lead to improved engagement with this audience. We may invite them to write a commentary on a unique paper or to be interviewed (e.g., for a profile or topic). We may conduct a roundtable discussion with professionals and practitioners on a topical issue (e.g., policy change at the local vis-à-vis national level; best practices for implementing and sustaining sex education in schools) during SOPHE annual meetings. This round table would then be transcribed, edited, and published. In addition, we might identify a SOPHE awardee or keynote speaker and feature his or her address in HPP annually.
The journal may also benefit from a fresh look in both print and digital versions-something we have already started working on with SAGE. The front cover, for example, needs a simpler, up-to-date, and highlighted look. Regarding digital media, we are engaged in conversations with SAGE to have a stronger and appealing presence on the Internet. I am optimistic that our web presence will be enhanced and our appearance in searches optimized. As we explore a social media strategy, we need to address questions about how it can be connected with HE&B's and SOPHE's sites and how we might link and drive traffic among them.
To strengthen the Editorial Board and the review process, I will study the potential involvement of students (e.g., master, PhD, and DrPH) through a mentoring program. I envision having two to three student-held positions nominated and mentored by members of the Editorial Board. Also, I will examine ways to simplify and clarify the review forms based on my experience with other prominent journals.
Collaboration with HE&B and the forthcoming journal on pedagogy is critical for the continued success of HPP. There are several ways this can be accomplished. The journals could share synchronous theme issues, so that, for example, HE&B focuses on the research aspect of the subject and HPP on the applications or practice translation side. I will engage with my counterparts, Dr. John P. Allegrante (Editor-in-Chief of HE&B) and the upcoming editor of the new pedagogy journal, in a dialogue to explore these and other means of cooperation. I believe the opportunities are numerous and we are as unlimited as our creativity.
As Editor-in-Chief, I am dedicated to nurturing multidisciplinary and global perspectives. Health promotion practice and policy are informed by a variety of disciplines and this needs to be reflected in HPP. Likewise, we belong to a global network of health promotion and education professionals. I will ensure that the Editorial Board represents disciplinary and geographic diversity.
I am excited about the future of HPP and very much looking forward to working with all of you-authors, readers, and editorial team. I am indebted in this new venture to my predecessors, Mr. Randy Schwartz and Dr. Leonard Jack Jr., and I have been truly fortunate to have mentors who have guided me and taught me the art and science of writing and editing-Marc A. Zimmerman and the late Noreen M. Clark. Let our journey begin.
